Dr. Ayala, the former MBA student from Dominican University, is inducted as the first colored woman to serve as the superintendent for the Illinois Board of Education. Many students have expressed their positive feedbacks and reactions regarding her recent position. 
Dr. Carmen Ayala obtained her MBA from Dominican University in 1987 and went on to become the 30th superintendent of Illinois Board of Education. She has 30 years of experience in education including holding positions as Superintendent of the Berwyn North School District, the Assistant Superintendent in Plainfield District 202, Director in Community Consolidated School District 300, and various teaching experiences in Chicago Public Schools for five years. 
Dr. Ayala is an educator who is motivated to think creatively. When working as a teacher, she fondly remembers bringing a group of kindergarten children to different places in downtown Chicago. “It was a challenging community and so the culture and the school were that we don’t take children out anywhere because they were afraid that they would act up or whatever” Dr. Ayala recalled. However, that did not stop her from creatively tackling the problem. She jokingly mentioned that she went to the principal’s office and said, “Principal Smith, is there anything written in blood that says that I can’t take the students out on a field experience?” Her request for a field trip was granted and the children had a beneficial and safe experience. 
Dr. Ayala has also worked in elementary and unit districts across her 36 years of experience. She reflected that “our students today are digital natives and so they know how technology works.” Unfortunately, not everyone has the same resource and accesses for these learning channels. Dr. Ayala has worked in such districts with limited opportunities and affluent areas. “... each of the schools were in a different kind of community and so that give me a real good sense for needs among schools and students” Dr. Ayala concluded. 
When asked about her motivation for a doctorate, she mentioned “when I was in high school, I heard a report about the low number of Latinos that were graduating from high schools and even lower numbers pursuing higher education”. Despite the challenges of these statics, Dr. Ayala consulted some of her high school mentors who had their doctorates and established a goal for herself. “it was at that point in high school I would say I was probably a sophomore or junior that I set a goal for myself and I said, ‘you know, by the time I hit forty I want to have my PhD’”. Dr. Ayala eventually received her PhD when she was 41. “It was a lifelong kind of goal for myself. The other thing was that college was expected in my family” Dr. Ayala remembered, her parents supported her siblings and herself to go to college despite not having received college degrees themselves. 

Recalling her experience in Dominican University, Dr. Ayala recommended to the Dominican students, “Dominican University has a strong alumni association and so it’s a resource for people to take advantage of everything that the university has to offer and to stay in the course to develop the networks of support”. 
Dr. Ayala also advocate for a tightly aligned curriculum to make sure that high school graduates will receive technical training and support for the path they decide to choose. 
“I’m a strong believer in educating the whole child and when I say that very much being strong in reading, writing, math, and the key core content areas.... we really need to start integrating the basics with the technological pieces and the arts” Dr. Ayala concluded. 

Dr. Ayala’s induction as the first colored woman superintendent of Illinois Board of Education has been met with positive responses from students. Students who are education majors, who are part of Black Student Union, Organization of Latino Americans (OLA), and National Association of Colored Women Club (NACWC) all expressed their hopes and their views on education in Illinois. 
“It’s definitely nice to see when women or people of color get into higher positions of power” remarked Iyleah Hernandez, the treasurer of OLA, “obviously that’s not the reason that she got picked and I'm sure it probably had some influence but she is a very qualified person and I think that's why it's really important” 
“I’m kind of excited since she was working in Berwyn District and I live near Berwyn... it’s also exciting to see that she is a grad from Dominican, so it’s just something that’s close to home” Jada Coleman, the president of NACWC, responded. 
Dr. Ayala’s goal of providing equal resources and opportunities for Illinois school districts was echoed in the students. “Even though this is like a system that’s been in place for a long time, property taxes are still like the main source of revenue to the school system” Mark Castleman, an education major, said. He believed that allocation of resources in low income and high-income districts would give students the resources they deserve. 
What can Dominican University do to improve education for their students? The responses vary. 
“... we already have free tutoring. We have all these leadership opportunities. We have Maryville tutoring which is like you get to interact with children... I think they [Dominican university] are already doing a pretty good job” Hernandez observed. 
Mylisha Harvey, a member of NACWC, also noted that low rate of African American students graduating from Dominican University. “... I think something that Dominican University can do to start would definitely be going into these neighborhoods or going into the schools that are predominantly African American” Harvey suggested, “you’re not looking at the whole picture, you are looking for students’ fields or provide academic scholarships”. 
Harvey’s observation is echoed in Coleman’s thoughts on what that may be the case. “Dominican’s graduation rate for African American students is very low, and it’s not because we don’t want to graduate, it’s because we can’t afford to graduate... when I look at my peer of other races, they kind of have things more laid out for them. That doesn’t necessarily have to do with Dominican as much, it has more to do with their upbringings, like they have a family that could support them through college... whereas for African Americans, we are paying for school solely on our own for the most part”. 
On the bright side, many students run organizations are doing their best to serve student needs. “I would love to increase the resources and donate to middle schools and high schools that I previously come from” Kiasee Ray, a member of NACWC and BSU, aspired, “I like to get back to my community and promote learning about African American history, because we don’t learn a lot about African American heritage”. 
Jada Coleman, the president of NACWC mentioned how when she first attend Dominican University, she did not see many African American women on campus, “and the ones that do attend Dominican, they don’t have a safe space to voice their opinions, to get encouragement, to feel empowered, and I was creating that space”, she noted.
“County wide statewide funding to be a little more equal … I would love to, like, support people like, something especially important is like voting for people for like the school board that like well are like familiar with the challenges ... so those are the perfect people to be in there” Castleman decided. He is planning on working in government to some capacity in the future. 

Dr. Ayala is conscious of these issues, and as she pursue her career, she mentioned that “I have worked in districts where the opportunity in the achievement gaps have closed. It takes really looking at a very systemic approach and having courageous and critical conversations about what needs to happen to assure that the needs of all of the students are being met”.
On behalf of all Dominican University community, we sincerely offer our hopes for Dr. Ayala’s decisions for the future of the Illinois public schools. We also would like to acknowledge the wonderful student organizations that continue to make such hopes possible in our own communities. 

To join or follow up with any of the clubs mentioned above, visit their EngageDu websites: 

OLA: https://engagedu.dom.edu/organization/OLA
BSU: https://engagedu.dom.edu/organization/bsu
NACWC: https://engagedu.dom.edu/organization/nacwc










· Kiasee Ray, Junior, a National Association of Colored Women Club (NACWC) member 
· Iyleah Hernandez, the treasurer of organization of Latino Americans (OLA)
· Mark Castleman, an education major 
· Mylisha Harvey, a member of the National Association of Colored Women Club (NACWC) 
· Jada Coleman, president of the National Association of Colored Women Club (NACWC)






